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Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University

Plagiarism Policy for MS and PhD Thesis/Dissertation

This is a policy for the prevention of plagiarism in MS and PhD thesis/dissertation of Sher-e-

Bangla Agricultural University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Commencement of Application:

This plagiarism policy shall come into force on the date of notification and shall remain in effect until

Sher-e-Bangia Agricultural University introduces a revised plagiarism policy for MS/PhD

theses/dissertations.

Definition of Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is defined as the use of another person's ideas, works, words, images, opinions, recordings,

computer-generated programs, analysis, or other printed/electronic resources, intentionally or

unintentionally, without duly acknowledging the sources.

Level -1 (L-I): An MS/PhD or equivalent thesis/dissertation with up to 30% similarity to

previous or contemporary sources, with no more than 5% similarity from any single source, is

acceptable for awarding a degree.

Levels of Similarity:

Level -2 (L-2): An MS/PhD or equivalent thesis/dissertation with more than 30% similarity to

previous or contemporary sources of information is not acceptable for awarding a degree.

Levels of AI Writing Similarity

AT-Generated Text and Al-Paraphrased Text:

Al-generated text and Al-paraphrased text. either individually or combined, up to 20% are

acceptable for awarding a degree if the thesis complies with the similarity levels mentioned

above.
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[he Exclusion Criteria

The following exclusion criteria shall apply during the plagiarism/Similarity check:

(a) Al1 quotes (' ...' or " ...") used in the manuscript;

(b) All bibliography/references;

(c) Common words or phrases such as "the," "an," "a," "and," "but," "of," etc.;

(d) Word matches of up to twelve (12) consecutive words;

(e) Names (e.g., research scholar, supervisor, co-supervisor);

(f) Affiliation details;

(g) Mathematical or statistical formulas;

(h) Content considered as common knowledge &

(i) Articles produced from the MS & PhD thesis/dissertation, which shall be added for URL

(Uniform Resource Locator) filtering during report generation

Filters & Settings Allowed (iThenticate):

Compare Submissions Against
The following source types shall be selected for similarity checking:

C'i Submitted Works

e'J Internet content

~ Publications

~ Crossref

!i Crossref posted content

Exclusion filters:

D Exclude bibliography
~. Exclude quoted text
e3 Exclude cited text
(_1 Abstract
~ Methods and Materials
" Exclude small matches
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Thesis/Dissertation Submission for Checking
l. The full thesis/dissertation (including all pages) shall be submitted for checking in a

plagiarism/similarity and Al-based writing detection system (e.g., i'Ihenticate),

2. The plagiarism check shall be conducted twice:

i) before submission of the thesis/dissertation for review, and

ii) before final submission of the thesis.

Faculty Guidelines
Avoiding academic misconduct is preferable to dealing with its consequences. Faculty members

are expected to guide students and foster an envi ronment of awareness by:

• Ensuring that students are aware ofthe plagiarism policy;
• Educating and training students on proper citation methods for both printed and online

sources;

• Informing students that plagiarism is academic misconduct and explaining the steps that

will be taken in response to similarity and AI writing plagiarism checks

Certification of the Similarity of the Thesis/Dissertation
The supervisor and checking authority shall sign both the Similarity Report and the AI Writing

Report (if generated). Only the first and second pages of the software-generated PDF reports (the

Similarity Report and the AI Writing Report) shall be submitted for final adjudication,

~\o.'lJtS
(Dr. Md. Anwarul Islam)

Librarian & Me er Secretary
(Professor Dr. Md. Arfan Ali)

Proctor & Member

r
(professor Dr. amilur Rahman)

Director
(Professor Dr. Md. Sarowar Hossain)

Director, PDW & Member

(Professor Dr.~~;}}M{ChO(¥dhUry)
Dean, Postgraduate studies & Member

(professor Dr. F. M. Aminuzzaman)
Director, SAURES & Member
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(professor Dr. Md. Belal Hossain)

Pro Vice Chancellor & Chairperson
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